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SOCIAL MEDIA — LIVE STREAMING 
Statement 

HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Minister for Education and Training) [9.45 pm]: I rise tonight 
to make some comments about the posting and reposting of a live streaming of a suicide on various social media 
platforms in recent days. There are some reports that the footage is being inserted into other videos to entice 
children and young people into viewing it. It is appalling and grossly irresponsible and I am afraid that there have 
probably already been tragic consequences as a result of the post. If, in addition to the live streaming, deliberate 
action has been taken to effectively entice children and young people to watch it, that is reprehensible. A number 
of Western Australian schools have advised that they have had students who have viewed the content and so 
communication from the director general of Education detailing support processes has been sent to all school 
principals, regional executive directors, the executive director of the Association of Independent Schools of 
Western Australia and the executive director of Catholic Education Western Australia. School leaders have been 
asked to contact the parents and carers of students who are known to have seen the content and alert them to appropriate 
support, including Kids Helpline, Lifeline Australia, Suicide Call Back Service, eheadspace and Beyond Blue. The 
fact that something like this can be streamed on almost all of the mainstream social media platforms shows that 
this industry is completely out of touch with community expectations and has no regard for the health and 
wellbeing of its users. Today, I have personally written to the social media platforms to express my concern and 
call on them to revise their standards about what is appropriate content and implement swift processes to assess 
and remove harmful and distressing content. I have also written to my colleague the federal Minister for Education, 
Hon Dan Tehan, calling for further action at the national level. 

Social media can be great, easy and fun. But it can also be deadly—literally. Given social media’s impact and reach, 
its owners and leaders have a greater responsibility than most to be proactive—not passive, not responsive, not 
defensive—in eliminating e-violence. There are no ifs, buts and maybes. There is nothing to be considered. Live 
streaming suicide to the world is not acceptable. 
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